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CONFERENCE SEASON

VOID OF FEATURES

Denver Writer Says 1913

Was Somewhat Disappoint-

ing in Football. ...

TOO MANY GREEN MEN

Practically Every Coach Con-

fronted With Serious Prob-

lem; Gives Utah Credit.

With few exceptions, the season of
1018 in Bocky mountain conference
foofchall was void of any special fea-

tures, eaya. Pyke-- Johnson in the Don-vo- r

News. Taken in comparison with
the games of a year before, this year'sI contests were decidedly mediocre, and,
if anything, the general methodB ob-

taining showed a tendency to ultra
conservatism which Tobbcd. the sport of
many of its more interesting sidelights.
The condition is not to' bo taken as a
positive indication that the game is
losing interest, but may "bo ascribed, in
the main, to three sound reasons:

In the first place, this year was the
first of the six-yea- r

schedule, which has been inaugurated
by the conference. All the elevens
efiortenod their schedules somewhat,
and Denver fans were left without con-

tests on several dates. Ivext year there
will be many more games in this city.

Second, the weather was bad'in sev-

eral instances. In three games that tho
writer witnessed, and in probably one
or two others, tho gridironB were so
slow that it was almost impossible for
the elevens to use anything but
straight football of the most elemen-
tary character. This drawback will be
lessened somewhat in tho future by
more frequent uao of the Union park
gridiron", which lias been prepared espe-
cially with a view to quick drainage.

THird, and possibly most important of
all, veteran material was greatly in
the minority on all squads. Usually
there are two or three elevens which go
into a season

men.
with a good nucleus of ex-

perienced

Greerj Men Numerous.
Looking over the linoups which coni-Jiris-

the teams this .year, the writer
finds that with one exceptioti, all of
the coaches wero confronted with the
task of building lines from green men.

Linemen aro not developed in a week
or a month. Thoj must be coached
graduallv and alone elementary foot-- j
ball lines for months before they
tain a high standard of ability. During
this period, the coach is confronted
with the necessity of holding his backs
to simple styles of attack if he desires
to be sure of his results. If he doeB
take a chance at open football the

. Bults aro frequently marred by inaccu- -

rate work, due to inexperience of tho
primary line.

The backficld material preeented a
different case. Many of the backs
were men of at least one year's
perience, while most of the new
ers were veteran high school players.
This "fait tended to make the recruits
valuable from the start. There is far
less difference between kigh school
and college methods of training backs
than in working with tho linemen.

11 Wo have ascribed a good share of
the Conservative play to the necessity
of coaching new men and to the
weather but it is still true- that some
part of the conservatism was due to
the tactics of tho coaches.

Apparently a majority 6f tho men-
tors did .not believe in shifts or in for-
ward passing. Their judgment seems
to have been good considering the
failure of the more advanced stylo
elevens in the critical games.

Change Needed in Scoring.
But what of the general public?

IW'hile the writer has not been in a
position to judge their views, his belief
is that outside the ranks of tho direct
supporters of tho contending elevens
there has been reason for dissatis-
faction. This would seem to be more
due to tho present scoring rules' than
to our own particular couches.

To begin with, the writer helievs
that the present system of scoring
football allows too many points. Take,

B ior example, the 3Iines-Stat- e game;
HII won by tho latter, 20 to 0. The tendency
Hil of the average Teader of the sport-H- i

ing news is t'o wonder at the trounc- -

M :ng given to Golden, yet the records
HH show that the silver and blue, while

Hfl cleanly defeated, wab not overwhelmed.
Rl The fact is that 20 to 0, coming after

H the low scores that rule in baseball,
9j causes a superficial reflection that "the

HH game was entirely one-side- Vhilo
the point may not be hold important

HH by football authorities, it is our belief
H9- - that a general cutting dowu of allH scores in foothall to the lowest marginIB consistent with their comparative
HW worth would Teact favorably in tho
HH mind of every spectator and would re- -n suit in a feeling that tho game was a
HH more cleanly contested one.
HH Then, again, despite tho cutting down
HH 2 fiehl'goal, it n(ytv seoms appar--

HH en this score is too highly ratedHI in football.
HH A- field goal counts just half as much

as a touchdown at the present time,
HH vek it gives tho eleven with a good
Hfl dropkicker a 00 per cent (better chance

HH lids itself could not be objection- -

HH &fce weTe it not that ability to drop
HH field goals docs - not in itself denote
HH d football ability. It is merely
HH be ability of one specially trainod man

H in one department of the game vet
BI it counts naif as ranch as the ability
Hi of the entire opposing eleven. .

Further, it is possible for almost any
eleven to get a ball down to the, forty
yard line. Here the drop kick is

easy. But bucking from the
forty-yar-d line to the coal is a differ-en- t

proposition. Then the defenao tight-e- n

8 almost to a stone wall and it re-- 1

quires physical strength, superior cun-nin- e,

ana an d knowledge of
1 football to gain from that point,
fl There should be more of a premium

placed upon this kind of playing and
less on the foot of 'one man, who not
infrequently is called in from the slde-- H

lines for jhsfc one kick, and is then
HH yanked out to allow a superior all'

round man to take his place.
The change in rules permitting a

man to go back into1 the game' has fa'
voted the drop kick to an extraordi-atar- y

extent, and there should be some
HH restriction made of it or else a decided
HH cutting down in the valne of the play,

Apparently this is a digression from
our. main theme which is a r6viow of
the local season, but we have an appli-
cation. The 20 to 0 score already re-
ferred to covers our idea of tho scoring
with reference to tho local conference

The other point flrids its illustration
in the fact that there is a general ten-depc-y

in this conference as everywhere
else to get into kicking range and let
it go at that instead of developing a
new style attack of forward passes and
fakes which, while more wearing on
the men, are infinitely more pleasing
to the spectators and give the contest
more of a savor of actual conflict than
of a kicking duel.

The coaches cannot be reasonably
criticised for this phase of their sys-
tems. The fault lies with the rules
which put so much stress on the field
goal. '

Passing along to a discussion of the
elevens playing under theBe rules,
there is little that can be said save that
all promise & brilliant season in 1914.
Colorado, champions of the season,
wont into play with a green line, made
up of powerful material, and with a
brilliant set of backs. It took the
coaches all year to whip these men into
shape, but tho team came down'to its
most important game in top shape and
was returned victor. ' Colorado's vic-
tory was clean cut, and it leaveB the
coaches with a splendid nucleus for
next year's squad,

Colorado Teams.
The Miners had a fine, light team,

well coached. The Mines, linemen, on
defense, used their hands' better than
any others in the conference. They
played a fast, fighting game through-
out, but thev were light- and therein
thev lost. The same was true of the
backs. A coming set of freshmen will
strengthen the Minos' line tremendous-
ly next year.

Colorado college had some of the
finest material of the eeason. but thoy
got away to a slow start and were ap-
parently unable to get under way until
the finish. The offenso was strong in- -

.n. 3 1.1. - i:uiviuuauy, auu mo b turn q was true ql
the line. A majority of them, however,
were new men, and apparently they did
not get much teamwork until the fin-
ish.

It is not quite clear just what the
trouble was with tho Aggies. The
oleven was powerful physically, and
played a fighting ganie to tho finish,
bnt in its big games it lacked the
punch necessary to victory. Perhaps
lack of preliminary school "preparation
had something to do with it, DUt the
men did not show as well as a team as
their statistics would indicate that
they should.
Gives Utah Praise.

Both of these elevens' will be strong
next year if present indications re-
main true when tho fall term opens.

Coach Bennlon of Utah had a green
squad with the exception of three men.
Two of these were barred for "breaking
training and a third could not bear
the entire burden. The team had a
badly Arranged schedule to overcome,
but despito this, thev showed a steady
improvement which left thorn nt thefr
strongest at" the season's close.

Denver went into battle with the
weakest? squad in some yearn; Material
was scarco and much of what there
was. was .green. Even then the eleven-might

have done hatter than it did had
it not been handicapped by a .poor
athletic system, One man was called
upon to handle coaching, management
and other departments and under such,
a system there must bo some loser.

The eleven played gamely, but there
is little more that can be said save
that they have a freBhman squad at
the TftTsity which the regulars wero
hard pressed to hold In check.

Home Looked Pretty Good to Them -- . By "Bud" FisM
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Gives Qflhooley Boost.
George Simmons, who once played with

the Tankees, but was last season the
champion batter Jn the International
league, comes out with a biff boost for
Frank Gllhooley, the who
will try for an outfield berth with th
Yanks next year. Simmons nays Frank
In one . of the bent meadotvmen to break
Into tho majors In several years.

BHIOKLEY'S KICKING

EXCEEDED 111 181

Traffor3 of Harvard Also Fa-

mous Booter; Freak Games

of 1913.

iNEJW YORK, Dec, 6. The spectacular
manner In which Harvard defeated Tale
in their annual football same, duo to
five field goals kicked by Charles E.
Brlckloy, the Crimson fullback, has led
to much delving Into-- gridiron 'records
to ascertain whether the feat was a
record one, as" assertod Try many imme-
diately after the' same. Careful re-

search has proved that Brickley did not
make a new field goal record, but mere-
ly tied tho one made by Bernle Traf-for- d

of the Harvard eleven of 1880 in
the gamo with Cornell on November 1
of that year In somo respectB Traf-ford- 'a

record was better than Brlckley's,
Blnce all of his kicks were drop-kic- k

field goalu, while Brickley scored four
In this manner and one from place-
ment,

The Cornell team of 1SS0 was very
weak compared to the Tale eleven that
faced Harvard on November 22 of this
year. The Crimson combination defeat
ed the Ithaca team of 1S30, 77 to 0, and
Trafford lcked behind a defense that
was never tried in the manner that tho
Harvard eleven of 1913 was while hold-
ing back the Ells who aimed to block
Brlckley's kicks. Trafford, never hur-
ried at any time, kicked five drop-kic- k

field goals out of seven attempts from
the thirty and thlrty-flv- n yard lines, av-
eraging thirty-thre- e yards for a,ll five.
Brickley scored from the twenty-fou- r,

thirty-oleh- t, thirty and twenty-tw- o yard
lines and his placement goal was made
thirty-nin- e yards from the Yale bar,'
This wao a total distance of 155 yards
and averaged thirty-on- e yards per kick.

Famous Long Run.
Other football records which have been

reported as broken this season Include
the lonff field run and high score, but in
neither case do the 1913 performances
rank with those of other games. The
longest run of football fs credited to "Wa-
lter Eckersall of tho University of Chi-
cago team, who ran 106 yards in the
game of 1904 against Wisconsin. Ecker-
sall caught the ball on a klckoff and ran
from virtually hla own goal line across
Wisconsin's at the other end of the field,
passing the ontlre Badger eleven In his
flight. The record run from scrlmmago
is held by H. M. Coleman of Wisconsin,
who picked up the ball on a fumble In
the ailtfnesota game of 1891 and ran 105
yards for a touchdown.

There have been an unusual number of
blp: scoree rolled up during tho 1913 sea-
son, and several of these have been
asserted to be records. Evansville, Ind.,
high school defeated Rockport. Ind., high
school US to 0 on September 27: Okla-
homa A and M. college defeated Phillips
university 112 to a on October 15: the
University of Louisville defeated Wash-
ington college 100 to 0 on October 18:
Washington and Jefferson defeated Grove
City 100 to 0 on November 1, and et

defeated Baltimore college 103 to
0. These high scores do not execod somo
of tho bb? totals mado by famous east-
ern gridiron machines of pdst years, all
thlng3 considered. Princeton scored 140
to 0 against Lafayette In 1880 and Tale
defeated Wesleyan 120 to 0 In 1886. Some
years ago the University of Michigan de-
feated the University of Butralo by a
score running Into three figures to noth-
ing. Coach "Hurry-u- p' Yost tells an
amusing story In connection with this
game.

Enough Is Enough.
The contest was specially arranged and

hold during the Buffalo exposition of 1901,
Yost brought bis famous "polnt-a-min-ut-

machine from Michigan and the
Wolverines proceeded to score touch-
downs on almost every play. Buffalo had
but. eighteen players In the squad, and
soon all were badly used up. In order
to continue it was necessary to relay
these men. It was against the rulos of
thoso days to, return a player to the game
once he had been taken out, but Yost
agreed to waive this rulo under the con- -

dltlons. Late In the game be saw a form
huddled up under a Michigan blanket on
his side line, an fearing that one of his
men had been hurt, Yost went over and
lifted the blanket. Underneath lay a
Buffalo uniformed player,

"Got over on your own side of the
field," anid Yost. "Thla is Michigan ter-
ritory."

"Not for a thousand dollars." replied
'.the player. "If I go back thoy will put
me In the game again, and Tve been, in
and out five times now. I know when
Fvo got enough if you don't,"

Mrs. Britton
Lets Huggins

Run Team
MES. KATHF.BTNE H. BRITTON

KATHERINE HATHAWAYMRS. owner of the St Louis
Cardinals, Is said to have decided to sive
Manager Miller Hugglns an absolute free
rein In running the team for the 6eason
of 1914. The management of the Cardi-
nals has boon criticised repeatedly on ru-
mors to the effect that Mrs. Britton dom-
inated the policy of the team and that
the. manager was nothing more than a
figurehead. It was this alleged state of
affairs that caused the Cardinals to be
dubbed tho "Suffragettes."

CONNIE ONCE TRIED
TO LOSE BOB SHAWKEY

The story has often been told about
Connie Mack endeavoring to trade Catch-
er Schang for Pitcher Paddy Green, a
Yankco recruit, but it is not generally
known that Pitcher Bob Shawkoy waa
practtcally forced upon the lean leader
of the wond's champions.

Shawkey was tipped off to Johnny
Ev-rs- , manager of the Cubs. Manager
Dunn of Baltimore, In fact, was one who
urtced Evcrs to buy his right-hande- r, but
Evers bolhought lilsn that Connie Mak
had an Interest In the Baltimore team.
Bo he mused thnsly:

"No manager in the country is In
greater need of pitchers than Connie
Mack. Now, if this man Shawkey is so
good, why does not Connie take hltn?
If Shawkey Is not good enough for the
Athletics, I don't think ho is good enough
for tho Cubs. I'll pass him up."

No other big league manager seemed
to care for the Baltimore pitcher, and
finally when Mack saw that Shawkey
might go for the draft price of $2500 he
decided to pull him over to Philadel-
phia.

BRANCH RICKEY IT

I LOVEWITH FEI5.

Browns' Manager Says Young

Players Are Foolish for

Jumping.

Branch Rickey, manager of the Browns,
says that he Is not In tho least worried
about any of his ball players having
Blgned contracts with the Federal
league, and, ho added, neither Is Mr.
Hedges worrying over the matter. Fact
of the matter is, Branch Rickey docs not
think very well of the Federal league
and he falls to understand why any
younc man of ability would care to take
a chance of Jumping to the baby baseball
organization. In speaking of the Federal
league Rickey ripped off numberless rea-
sons why any youth possessing brains
and mechanical ability to play the game
should allow himself to be Inveigled into
signing a contract with the Federals.

As every one knosvs, Rickey la receiv-
ing pay from a major league club owner.
That alone puts, him on the other side of
the fence when It comes to arguing the
Federal league question. Second, Rickey
says the national commission will
not tolerate Ihe Federals If the lat-
ter become friendly with any of the ma-
jor league players arid invito them to
play ball. Rickey says that every player
with any sense should know .better than
to get Into trouble with the national
commission. Besides all this, Rickey
gives various other reasons why major

'league players should think twice before
they leap Into the Federals. Says
Rickey:

There has been a lot of talk about
certain players on the Browns going
over to the Federals.

With the Players.
I want it understood that I am with '

the players In whatever they do that
I think will be of benefit to them,
provided the demand Is reasonable.
If a player Is offered more money by.
an opposition league and he feels cers
tain that he Is taking the right Btep
by lumping, then. I Eay, let him jump.

- I also wish It understood that I will
not try to prevent any of my play-
ers from lining up with the Federals.
That Is their business, not mine.
What's more, If there are any play-
ers on my club who have 6lgned con-
tracts with the Federals, or who In-

tend doing so without letting either
Mr. Hedges or myself know of their
intentions, I will say without fear or
favor thatlt would not make me feel
bad In tho least, as I would not want
to have such men on my ball club.
In my opinion, It would be a case of
separating the sheep from tho goats.

Young players take a tremendous
chance by signing contracts with
teams not operating under the na-
tional agreement. Supposing that the
Federals offer some youth Jn either
the National or American league a
big boost Jn salary and the proposi-
tion Is accepted. Then supposing
after the first year tho Federal league
club owner, having experienced a bad
season financially, decides to cut off
a large slice of this player's salary.
What is the young man going to do lita case of this kind? Ho can play ballat tho reduced salary, or perhaps ho
can apply to some of the other seven
managers for a position.

Chances Curtailed.
Remember, he is In tho Federalleague, an organization that has .only

eight clubB. Now had this same play-
er remained In the majors he could
when his manager decided to turn
him back, request that he be sent toany one of a thousand different ball
clubs, where the general conditions
would undoubtedly have proved farmore pleasing.
. I have heard a great deal aboutBaumgardner Jumping to the Feder-
als. Just put It down as a safe betthat Baumgardnor could not bedragged away from the American
league by a team of oxen- - It Is
really very easy for me to see through
all this talk of th players Jumping
to tho Federals. Thy aro simply

A.

using tt as a club over the heads oftho magnates in order to get a boostin salary'. They are wise and I don'tblame them. And I wouldn't blamean old player, who could get a fatcontract from the Federals, for JumD-ln- g.

, .

Old-time- rs Justified.
, Take a player like Tommv Leachor even George Stovall. Both thesemen have been in the majors for agood many years. No doubt theyboth figure they have seen their bestdays In .the big leagues, and that un-der these circumstances It would ban unwise move. In fact, Uttle shortpr a crime not io accept a bundleof coin from tho Federals. Anvwould be foolish not to jump aT aproposition of this kind. But for theyoung man who seeks to build una future and also earn a fortuneproviding ho proves capable. Istick to the majors and make thntest of his opportunities.

As T said before, neither Mr. Hedgesnor myself are worrying aboutof the players Jumping, and
any

75f fi,y er lcai'U6 clfc owner!
Federals Intend to gather inany players who have been slgnrd

hSin"- - ?a the ovation llsC;
. only pave 'ho way for atr.ble xJ" ordcr to accom-plish anything thoy will have to car-ry tho flgnt to tha big leagues, whichnitnB.,aitilhe,now orSan!zftt!on

monew As ever"one knows, both the American andNational leagues havostored away for purposes. Andf ac- -
rhSf.il? ? rccm,t. rulQ adopted bycommission, tho ques-tion then to be determined 'l
survival of the flttoat. - B-

-
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OTIS CliLL 1Y

QUIT GAIi FOREVER

Veteran Likely to Leave. Task

of Rescuing Giants

to Others.

NEW YORK, Dec. 6. On the best of
authority It is learned that Otis Cran-dal- l,

the noted emergency crew, will not
be a member of tho Giants or any other
baseball aggregation next season. The
authority la none other than "Old Doc"
himself. lie can afford to quit, and he
Intends quietly to pffaco himself from
tho big show. He does not rollsh the
Idea of being shipped to the St. Louis
Cardlnuls, or .any other minor league
team.

Crandall left New York with his wife
and baby Immediately after receiving
his world's aeries check and Is now at
home for tho winter on his broad In-
diana acres. He msiy never return to
New York aa an active exponent of tho
national pastime. Whon he departed he
honestly believed he was saying a long
farewell to the other players. But he
may change Ills mind.

CrandaU's sudden release to the St,
Louis club lest season renewed his de-
termination to quit. Only dne whose
whole major league experience has been
with a winning team realizes the sink-
ing sensation that accompanies a trans-
fer to a tailender.

McGraw recalled Crandall two weeks
after this, deal was made, as the Car-
dinals did not particularly need him and
tho Giants felt that ho was entitled to
another slash at a world's series melon.But even if ho is not traded it Is doubt-
ful whether he will reloln thn filnntn
If lie feels that he cannot be of muchholp to them he will stay, away. Forsix years ho has drawn good money andhas cut In on three world's champion-
ship prizes. The bulk of this money hasbeen wisely invested in Minnesota andIndluna farm land.

Evers Predicts No Trades,
Johnny Evers, manager for the Cubs,

comes out with a prediction that therewill be no trades when the Nationalleague meets In New York early thismonth. Maybe the Cub boss has someInside Information on what is coming off.

WHERE FIGHTERS 1
AFTER RING CUf

Some of Them Have Befl

Wealthy, While Othfl

Are Broke 9
A writer in tho Los Angelas Tinfli

been at pains to learn where tlBstars of former daysj now are. iM
complied the following: sifl

Norman E. Selby, known Afl.JB
McCoy, was appointed the othorjjV
dephty sheriff in New York; alonjH
Mike Donovan.

The "Kid" Is now in his forS
year, and his real fighting days arH.
although a few years ago he trlB
hand, and In a Paris ring he madH
but wisely knew his days were oM

Billy Papke, whoBo fearful battlB
Stanley Ketchel will long be remeaH'
had several good years in PariJB
Frank Klaus, another American!!
along and defeated him. Now bViS
In this country and appeared at.'tjH'
ture City A. C. looking as fat anH;
the other night when he boxedK
Rowan. ,

Papke's fighting days are abo-Ut-

Judging from the showing 'be madH.
Jack Munroe,- who was beaten iaHl

Jeffries on August 25, 1904, lasUtMf
rounds, was a western miner utllHt
met Jeffries. 'flUp to that time he made a BOm
ord, but after Jeffries had b&ataH,
ho quit the ring and went into tbH
business in 'Canada. "afl-
Bob in Vaudeville. :$M

The only Fltzslmmons is still In,1-,- ,

ville and making money.
Did you ever hear Bob dl8cour)l,

topic of managers? It beats JlaKI
bett's monologue a mile.

Bob fought one of his first bitH
in this country under th raanagMK
a man who has a reputation for'flMj
well shrewd. This particular nlrwent on one long drunk during thcA
period of Fltz's training. On thVof the fight he appeared again wnear Fita's corner. Fits' fougbtiMj
fight and won. The next day hK
around to the club to get the H"
something like $7500. I believe, .B;

"Why, said tho gentlemanly prfM-o- f

the club. "I paid the whole PByour manager this morning,
around early."

It is unnecessary to state thaflH
never saw a dollar of the cou.

Jim Jeffries? Is In business invLtpB;
cleE, where he and his brotberJJBJs

keep a saloon together. Jeff l;9Mi
man. worth fully $500,000. - 'SHi

Tommy West, once king of thejBj
weights, is living in New York ClJBwas West who Introduced what
as the kldnev blow in the east
In 1S94. and that was the year taB
won most of his fights. ,WHe says that In a friendly bouJB
Joe Choynski In Chicago he Sot,M'
In the kidneys that he didn't get oM
two days. Choynski afterward r'Bm
him the trick, and when West goK
to New York that blow was maY
man's undoing. All West's blowJBl
directed to that vital spot, and B;
man gets a thorough trouncing omkidneys it's a long, time afterwarBBr
he wants to fight again, If ever hHft
Peter Maher Penniless. ' iw

Peter Maher Is living In retirenHB
Philadelphia.. Like many before hJK
has been come easy, go easy
big Irishman. He spent tho njogBB
most as fast as he got It, and theBBK
uess and bad luck In other dlrectioflH
lowed fast on him. At the agoMjpK
he should be able to retire in tntriBW
of life, with enough to' have keaBf'
wolf from .the door in his old Hfinds himself penniless. '3mThen the good -- hear tedness of t23Bage boxer began to show itself. tBK
Manor's friends" proposed to 82HP
benefitAfor Peter In order to relWJBi1
financial distress, and no sooner(WBBIi
announcement made that such anM'
was being considered than 'M'v0''?"-boxo- r

In Philadelphia offorcd
to help make tho affair a succeaBlj
whom Maher fought the hardest JUBBK
were his most strenuous oppononttfpBB
ring were th first to come forwBBIC
offer their services.


